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 KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of Meeting of Council 

held at 2.00pm 

Monday 30 January 2017  

Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co Kildare 

 

Members Present: Councillor I Keatley (Mayor), Councillors M Aspell, A Breen, F Brett, K Byrne,  

B Caldwell, D Callaghan, M Coleman, R Cronin, I Cussen, M Dalton, S Doyle, 

T Durkan, D Fitzpatrick, B Hillis, C Kelly, P Kennedy, A Larkin, M Lynch, M 

McCabe, P McEvoy, J McGinley, F McLoughlin-Healy,  M Miley, S Moore,T 

Murray, J Neville, N O’Cearúil, S O’Neill, J Pender, R Power, S Power, T 

Redmond, D Scully, M Stafford, M Wall, P Ward, B Weld and B Young  

 

Apologies:              Councillor A Breslin 

 

Also Present: Mr P Carey, Chief Executive, Messrs P Minnock, T McDonnell, J Boland, N 

Morrissey, Ms S Kavanagh (Directors of Services), Ms E Hanlon, Head of 

Finance, Ms M McIvor (Meetings Administrator) and other officials. 

 

 

. 

01/0117 

Vote of Sympathy 

The Mayor welcomed the members to the meeting and he extended sympathy to the families of 

the late 

Nancy Dunne, mother of Justin Dunne, Water Services 

James Lawless, father of James Lawless, TD 

Eileen Murnane, mother of Deputy Catherine Murphy 

Liam Callan, retired employee of Kildare County Council 

Dick Burke, retired employee and brother of Chris Burke, Treasurer of the County Kildare 

Association of New York 

Nicholas Hickey, retired employee of Kildare County Council  
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Tony Egan, former member of Athy Town Council. 

A minutes silence was observed. 

 

02/0117 

Adoption of minutes 

The council considered the minutes of the monthly meeting of 19 December 2017 together with 

the progress report. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Hillis that the minutes of the 

monthly meeting of 19 December 2016 be adopted and the progress report noted. 

 

03/0117 

Disposal of Land 

0.4391 ha. of land at Kishavanna, Carbury 

Consent is sought for the disposal of 0.4391 ha of land at Kishavanna, Carbury as outlined on 

drawing no. L/1144 in accordance with the terns of the statutory notice dated 9 January 2017. 

In accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, statutory notice dated 9 

January 2017 was circulated to the members. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Weld, seconded by Councillor McEvoy, pursuant to 

Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 that the Council consent to the disposal of the land 

in accordance with the statutory notice dated 9 January 2017. 

 

04/0117 

Section 85 Agreements 

Draft Section 85 agreements pursuant to the Local Government Act 2001 circulated to the 

members.  These agreements between Kildare County Council and Laois, Kilkenny, Wicklow and 

Carlow County Councils are for the management of invasive alien plant species within the 

administrative areas of each council.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Kennedy, it was agreed 

that the Section 85 agreements for the management of invasive alien plant species between 

Kildare County Council and Laois, Kilkenny, Wicklow and Carlow County Council be executed. 
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Councillor Redmond asked what was the budget for this programme.  He said that he was 

concerned as Japanese Knotweed is a big issue in the south of the county. 

Mr Morrissey, Director of Services stated that Transport Infrastructure Ireland are managing this 

project and that a framework of specialist contractors qualified to manage invasive alien plant 

species on roads has been established.  Any expenditure will be recouped from Transport 

Infrastructure Ireland. 

 

05/0117 

Management Report 

The members considered the monthly management report. 

 

Resolved that the management report be noted 

 

Councillor Young referred to page 2 and asked for confirmation that the projects listed on the 

Capital Programme were all council builds, to page 15 noting the fact that there was a problem 

with water pressure at Ballygoran, to page 27 regarding the Local Infrastructure Housing 

Activation Fund (LIHAF) allocation for Celbridge and to page 28 regarding the possibility of the 

Maynooth Northern Outer Orbital Route linking the motorways. 

Mr Morrissey, Director of Services confirmed that all proposed projects for LIHAF funding were 

circulated and the members will be informed when there is an announcement on the funding 

allocation.  He also confirmed that the immediate objective is to have an orbital route of Maynooth 

and he is waiting on a developer to progress that project.   

Mr McDonnell, Director of Services confirmed that all projects except number 3 on the list are 

direct build projects. 

 

06/0117 

Presentation from Irish Water 

The Mayor welcomed Mr Gerry Geoghegan and Mr Michael Garrick from Irish Water to the 

Chamber. 

Mr Boland, Director of Services welcomed both men and said that the presentation will provide a 

background to the preferred scheme for the Water Supply Project for the Eastern and Midlands 

Region.    
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Mr Geoghegan outlined the planning process and the non statutory public consultations that had 

taken place since the need was identified in March 2015.  When the preferred scheme emerged 

through the process, there was further public consultation from the 8 November 2016 which is 

scheduled to end on 14 February 2017. 

The overall programme was outlined with key targets for wayleave acquisitions, the preparation of 

an Environmental Impact Statement and a planning application culmininating in the construction 

and commissioning of the project to begin in 2021. 

The key issues and considerations for Kildare are community gain, landowners and the 

preparation of the EIS and planning application. Mr Geoghegan outlined the preferred option with 

accompanying comprehensive data to support the need for the project.   

He said that he and his colleague Mr Garrick would respond to any issues that the members raise. 

The members thanked and congratulated Mr Geoghegan and Mr Garrick on their presentation.  

Members quoted statistics indicating that there is unaccounted for water in the Dublin region 

running up to 30% and up to 49% in Limerick.  Corresponding statistics in the UK are 12%. A 

member asked was it necessary to extract this quantity from the Shannon because of the 

significant environmental concerns. The issue of the level of compensation payable and the plan if 

there is no co-operation from landowners was discussed.   

Mr Garrick responded that Irish Water accept and are working towards reducing the leaks.  

However, in tandem with that, the supply needs to be improved.  It's an and/and situation not an 

either/or.  The environmental issues are expected to be minimal because the ESB control 

discharges and levels and an agreement is in place between Irish Water and the ESB.  Irish Water 

is driving a programme of water conservation and very useful information has been made 

available through the metering programme. 

Mr Garrick said that it is the interest of Irish Water to work with the landowners and that it is 

expected that 85% will consent to wayleaves.  The compensation scheme has not yet been 

negotiated with the IFA so there is no agreement in place at this stage.  It is expected that there 

will be a community gain fund which will be administered through the local authority.   

 

The Chief Executive thanked Mr Geoghegan and Mr Garrick for their informative presentation and 

he said that if Kildare is to attract further investment, this critical infrastructure is necessary and will 

be a positive development for the county.   
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07/0117 

Presentation from Local Enterprise Office and Launch of the ‘Choose Kildare’ Video 

Ms Kavanagh, Director of Services introduced the concept behind the 'Choose Kildare' video 

which highlights the many advantages that County Kildare has to offer as a location for business 

and investment.  The two minute long video features contributions from local businesses as well 

as aerial shots of the county.  As part of the overall strategy for economic development in the 

county, which is embedded in the Local Economic and Community Plan, Kildare will continue to be 

promoted as an ideal location for investment, enterprise and knowledge creation. 

 

Following the video, Ms McNabb, Head of Enterprise presented the Kildare Draft Local Enterprise 

Development Plan 2017 which outlined the main functions of the Local Enterprise Office (LEO).  

Ms McNabb gave a comprehensive presentation on the grant application process and the myriad 

of supports to small business provided through the LEO.  On 6 March 2017, the Retail Start 

Scheme designed for potential retailers to assist in the development of a new retail premises will 

be launched.  The Retail Grow system is designed for current retailers to assist in the 

development of the existing enterprise and will offer a strategic audit of the business and put in 

place a plan where necessary.  Further innovative initiatives include the Lean for Micro 

Programme, the Green Save Business Conference, Skillsnet , Kickstart Kitchen, the Inaugural 

Kildare Small Business Summit and the Public Relations Plan. Ms McNabb and her team 

circulated a pack to the members detailing the plan and the services available through the LEO. 

The Mayor and members congratulated Ms Kavanagh and Ms McNabb on the video and the 

presentation.  A discussion on developing a strategy to link economic activity to the development 

plan was explored, warm welcome on the role and services provided by the LEO and how it is 

being developed and a question on how success is being measured and evaluated. The case of 

another business closing down on the Main Street in Naas was discussed and Ms Mc Nabb 

agreed that it would be possible to provide advice in a strategic workshop setting to discuss the 

difficulties and explore solutions.  Ms McNabb said that 20% of the office staff time is spent on 

measuring performance and reporting back to Enterprise Ireland.   

Ms Kavanagh stated that she is working with the forward planning team with regard to the strategy 

to link economic activity and that an audit of available enterprise spaces has been compiled.   

 

The Chief Executive joined the Mayor in thanking Ms Kavanagh and Ms McNabb.  He referred to 

the huge progress that has been made in this area.  He welcomed the video and said that he had 
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taken professional advice on its length and that there had also been consultation with the IDA 

regarding the testimonials.  

 

08/0117 

Mayor’s Business 

The Mayor congratulated Kildare town on their recent success in receiving the Irish Business 

Against Litter (IBAL) award for the tidiest town in Ireland.   

The Mayor congratulated Maynooth on being the first university town to achieve purple flag status 

in these awards. 

The Mayor thanked the parents and staff of Scoil Mhuire Junior and Senior School, Ballymany 

who had collaborated with Kildare County Council in the production of a 2017 Calendar.  A 

calendar was circulated to each member. 

 

09/0117 

Conferences and Training 

The Meetings Administrator referred to report dated 26 January 2017 circulated to the members. 

 

Resolved that having regard to Section 142(5) of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended by 

Section 53(2) of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 the following approval is granted for the 

attendance of 

Councillors Dalton, Caldwell, Kennedy, Kelly, Coleman, Brett, Stafford, Aspell and S Power at the 

AILG training for elected members in the Radisson Blu Hotel, Athlone on 16 February 2017 

Councillor Keatley at the AILG training for elected members in Dooley’s Hotel, Waterford on 11 

February 2017. 

 

10/0117 

Naming of Bridges 

The following motion referred from the Maynooth Municipal District was considered  

That the members have an update on the plan to investigate the feasibility of naming all the 

bridges on the Royal Canal in the Municipal District on a phased basis. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Murray and seconded by Councillor Moore. 

A report from Mr Morrissey, Director of Services stated that the issue had been raised with 

Waterways Ireland and a response is awaited. The meetings administrator referred the members 

to the minutes of the Maynooth Municipal District meeting where it was agreed to refer this motion 

to full council for consideration in relation to funding and the possible rollout of the initiative 
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countywide. 

Councillor Murray said that Kildare is the capital of bridges and that there is a huge opportunity to 

develop a plan to name all the bridges in the county and perhaps have any relevant historical 

information recorded on information boards at each bridge.  This would enhance the tourist 

opportunities to attract visitors, particularly walkers and cyclists.  Councillor Murray referred to a 

recent review carried out by Offaly County Council culminating in a report detailing the history of 

all its bridges.   

There was broad support for the motion with members referring to this as an excellent idea which 

would indicate pride in our heritage.  The members requested that such a project be explored 

further and revert back to full council when the potential cost was identified. 

Mr Morrissey said that he agreed with the concept but that resources were an issue.  He said that 

he will liaise with Waterways Ireland and revert with a costing.  

 

Resolved that the report be noted and the Director of Services to revert to the members following 

consultation with Waterways Ireland. 

 

11/1216 

Call on Kildare TD’s 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Young was considered 

The council calls on Kildare TD’s to support the complete abolition of domestic water charges and 

to declare their opposition to any additional taxes – direct or indirect – on ordinary people to fund 

water services, as recommended on p. 1 of the report.  The council also notes that there is no 

rationale in the report for continuing the mertering program (2.3.5 and 2.3.6) and, concerned that 

the undeclared intention of the report is to prepare for the introduction of charges in the future 

(5.4.3), calls on Kildare TD’s to support the end of the metering program.  We resolve also to 

forward our opinions to the special Dail committee on water charges for inclusion in their 

deliberations. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Young and seconded by Councillor Pender. 

Councillor Young said that it was clear that Fine Gael were in favour of water charges but that 

70% of households are now not paying.  Fianna Fail sources floated the idea of having property 

and water taxes.  If water charges are to be re-introduced, the Government have to say that is 

what they are going to do.  Councillor Young referred to a 2010 research report which stated that 

metering does not have an effect on average consumption and he called on an end to the 

metering programme and urged instead a programme to reduce leaks to include water harvesting, 

dual flush toilets and other such conservation initiatives.   

A lengthy debate followed with members advising Councillor Young that this is an issue outside 

the remit of Kildare County Council and it is not appropriate for discussion in this forum and other 

members supporting the motion.   
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Councillor Young advised members to read the international evidence, in particular the evidence 

gained from 30 years of water metering in Britain and he asked for their support for the motion.   

The Mayor called for a vote on the motion. 

 

Resolved  with 7 members voting in favour, 23 members voting against and no member 

abstaining, the motion was defeated. 

 

12/0117 

Feasibility study for the Leinster Orbital Route 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch was considered 

That this council calls on Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) and the Department of Transport, 

Tourism and Sport (DTTAS) to begin or update a feasibility study for the Leinster Orbital Route 

and provide this council with the staff or funding to progress plans for this major critical national 

and regional road project.  In addition we ask that this council provides a monthly update on the 

M7 upgrade and the M7 Osberstown interchange/R407 Sallins bypass scheme and add this to the 

monthly management report.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor O’Neill. 

A report from Mr Morrissey, Director of Services stated that the Leinster orbital route was the 

subject of feasibility studies and reports in 2001 and again in 2007 and a corridor protection study 

in 2009. 

These studies and reports identified the economic benefits that such a route would have in terms 

of strengthening the links between key development centres, assisting the economic development 

of these centres and improving the overall regional transport network. 

However due to a lack of funding for such capital investment projects since 2008 no further 

progress was made on the Leinster Orbital Route. If funding and the necessary resources were 

made available the Kildare Regional Design Office would be in a position to advance the proposal. 

Kildare County Council will continue to promote the concept with the Department of Transport, 

Tourism and Sport and Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII). 

In regard to the M7 upgrade and the M7 Osberstown interchange / R407 Sallins Bypass Project it 

should be noted that progress updates have been included in the Monthly Management Report to 

full council each month for the last 15 months 

Councillor Lynch noted the report but he said that this would be a huge benefit to the county which 

would increase employment and create easier north south access.   
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The members contributed to a discussion on the priorities for such investment in infrastructure.   

Mr Morrissey informed the members that Transport Infrastructure Ireland have announced €13.6m 

for the N7 road widening scheme, €7.5 m for Osberstown and the Department of Transport have 

announced €1m for the Athy Distributer Route.  This is significant investment into the county and 

the members acknowledged and welcomed it.   

Councillor Lynch said that he was happy with the update through the management report. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

13/0117 

Ban on Election Posters 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Scully was considered 

That this council write to the Minister of the Environment and Local Government calling for a ban 

on all election posters at local council elections.  In a modern digital age the need for election 

posters has become outdated.  The costs to both the environment and in monetary terms, 

providing and erecting posters does not benefit the citizen.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor Scully and seconded by Councillor Stafford. 

Councillor Scully said that the reason he felt it necessary to list this motion is that it is not being 

dealt with in Dail Eireann.   We live in a digital age and we should move on to a cleaner more 

environmentally friendly method of promoting election candidates.  He said that the days of 

posters are gone, they are yesterday’s news and that they are banned in the United Kingdom.   

The members debated the motion with clear resistance to a total ban on poster with statements 

that such a ban would only serve existing councillors.  It was argued that posters serve to increase 

an awareness of elections and therefore turnout is improved.  There was agreement that there 

was a balance to be struck, a concern that such a ban would be undemocratic and would lead to 

more flyers.  In general there was support for the reduction or the control but not the total banning 

of posters  

Councillor McLoughlin-Healy proposed an amendment to the motion 

That this council write to the Minister of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government calling 

for a limit or cap on the number of election posters permitted for local council elections. 

The amendment was seconded by Councillor Caldwell. 
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The Mayor asked the members to vote on the amended motion in accordance with standing 

orders. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin-Healy, seconded by Councillor Caldwell, with 

17 members voting in favour, 13 members voting against and 2 members abstaining, the 

amended motion was carried.  

 

14/0117 

NAMA Properties 

The following motion in the name of Councillor O’Neill was considered 

That the council provides a list of the 176 properties offered by NAMA but which were 

subsequently refused by Kildare County Council from 2011 to 2016.  This list should provide an 

approximate location (to an estate or road name so as not to compromise any data protection or 

commercial sensitivities) and an individual response or reason for each refusal.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor Cronin. 

A report from Mr McDonnell, Director of Services stated that the Housing Department does not 

deal directly with the National Assets Management Agency (NAMA) in respect of houses in their 

portfolio as all discussions are carried out on behalf of the local authority by the Housing Agency. 

The council has worked closely with the Housing Agency and approved housing bodies for the 

delivery of suitable units under the control of NAMA throughout the county in particular through the 

social housing current expenditure programme and has facilitated the completion of unfinished 

housing estates and the purchase of units through this mechanism. In conjunction with approved 

housing bodies Kildare County Council has delivered 92 units, with commitment in place to deliver 

a further 13 units, with an additional 8 units taken into Kildare County Council stock.  The council 

continues to work with approved housing bodies in this regard and anticipates further delivery of 

units in the very near future. 

An important consideration for local authorities when assessing the suitability of units identified by 

NAMA is the requirement to provide for an appropriate mix of housing tenures and to avoid undue 

segregation in housing within developments and specific areas.  The council declined some units 

which were deemed unsuitable to use as social housing stock for reasons including the unsuitable 

location of units, the unsuitability of the units for social housing purposes and in the interests of 
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sustainable development where, in some cases, the council already had significant numbers of 

units. 

In terms of location details, the housing agency, and in turn the local authority, is not permitted by 

NAMA to release details of the area of the properties identified as potentially available until such 

time as the development has progressed to negotiation/contracted/completion stage.  For this 

reason, Mr McDonnell explained that he is not permitted to share development specific details.  As 

the motion outlines 176 properties were offered to Kildare County Council by the housing agency 

which did not progress to negotiation/contracted/completion stage for a number of reasons.  These 

included 47 units which were in an area of no demand  [Moyvalley], 96 units became unavailable 

to the local authority [various locations – Athy, Celbridge, Kill, Maynooth, Newbridge, Rathangan], 

19 units were assessed as unsuitable for social housing [Maynooth] and 14 units were considered 

unsuitable in the context of developing sustainable communities [Athy]. 

The council, at all times, is working to ensure the maximum sustainable delivery of units under the 

Social Housing Strategy through the range of funding options available to the local authority.  

Councillor O’Neill thanked the Director for the report and said that her questions are based on the 

information therein.  The Housing Agency vet choices put forward to NAMA, she questioned why 

19 units in Maynooth were assessed as being unsuitable.  Are the units which were deemed 

unsuitable in the context of developing sustainable communities really going to make such a 

difference as opposed to housing homeless people? With regard to the areas of no demand, how 

far down the list do we go? 

The members contributed to a lengthy debate on this motion.  There was reference to the 

disappointment of the Simon Community at the number of NAMA units made available in 2016, 

the fact that some of the units were on a golf course and perhaps the services required would not 

be accessible without transport.  It was pointed out that there is a plan in place and that these 

houses if suitable would have to be purchased and would therefore reduce the capital expenditure 

available for housing so it is very important that they are in areas where a need has been 

identified. 

Mr Mc Donnell stated that Kildare County Council does not liaise directly with NAMA.  Developers 

in NAMA may have multiple properties across different counties and the Housing Agency vet 

these properties on behalf of the local authorities.  There are many reasons why properties would 
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not be suitable, for example, reaching minimum standards in the specifications, prohibitive 

management fees or properties built on a flood plain.  The Department has laid down guidelines 

regarding building sustainable communities and yes, the decision was taken not to proceed with 

the 14 units for this reason.   

Resolved  that the report be noted. 

 

15/0117 

Public Procurement 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Cronin was considered 

That this council believes that public procurement should seek to sustain and develop local 

businesses and industry and deplores the decision to grant the tender for library stock, that will 

supply this local authority’s libraries, to companies outside the island, and that we write to Minister 

Coveney expressing our alarm at his decision. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cronin and seconded by Councillor Cussen. 

A report from the Ms Kavanagh, Director of Services stated that the national public library policy 

'Opportunities for All' cites as an action under programme 1, 'a national policy for shared 

acquisitions for libraries will be implemented, including a national acquisitions consortium for 

public library print and electronic resources that maximises the cost-effectiveness of resources' 

expenditure, increases purchasing power and gets the best choice of material to the user in line 

with government policy.' 

Arising from this action The Education Procurement Service (EPS) on behalf of the Local 

Government Management Agency (LGMA) ran a procurement process for the supply of Public 

Library Books and AV Material. The process was in adherence to Directive 2014/24/EU which 

states that: 

"The award of public contracts by or on behalf of Member States' authorities has to comply with 

the principles of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), and in particular the 

free movement of goods, freedom of establishment and the freedom to provide services, as well 

as the principles deriving therefrom, such as equal treatment, non-discrimination, mutual 

recognition, proportionality and transparency" 



Kildare County Council  
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes of meeting of Kildare County Council  30 January 2017 

 
13 

This is the mechanism that prevents us from stipulating geographic restrictions on the supply of 

goods and services. It is also the mechanism that restricts public service bodies in other countries 

from excluding Irish suppliers from bidding for the supply of goods and services across the EU. 

The decision to write to the Minister as requested in the motion is a matter for the members. 

The Mayor informed Councillor Cronin that this matter was at present under judicial review.   

Councillor Cronin thanked Ms Kavanagh for the report and said that that the response sounds 

quite reasonable but that the reality is quite different.  28% of Irish tenders go abroad while on 1% 

go out of other countries.  Councillor Cronin said that the criteria should be compared with that in 

other countries and that there should be a cultural exemption in the procurement process.   

Councillor Kelly informed the members that Deputy O’Rourke has introduced a new Bill in the 

Oireachtas with the air of reforming the manner in which state tenders are awarded.  The Bill will 

introduce a specific social value clause in our procurement guidelines.   

A lengthy debate followed with some support for the motion but caution that as members of the 

European Union we have to adhere to the rules.  A question was raised concerning the 

undertaking given that the furnishings for the Athy Library would be purchased in Ireland. 

Ms Kavanagh, Director of Services stated that this may be below the threshold but that we will be 

adhering to the procurement guidelines. 

Councillor Cronin welcomed the members input and asked that this item be kept on the progress 

report.  

Resolved that the report be noted and the members informed of the outcome of the judicial 

review. 

 

16/0117 

Schedule of Works 

The following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin-Healy was considered 

That the council distribute the Schedule of Works for each district to councillors as soon as 

possible.  As happens in some councils the schedule of works is provided in advance of, and in 

order to inform additional, fair and equitable allocations from Local Property Tax (LPT) Pay 
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Parking funds. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin-Healy and seconded by Councillor Cussen 

A report from Mr Morrissey, Director of Services stated that the 2017 Road Works Programme, 

currently under preparation, sets out the budgets, municipal district funding and the main projects 

involving planning, design and construction of roadworks as proposed by the Roads, 

Transportation and Public Safety Department. The funding for these works is sourced from Kildare 

County Council, Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, Transport Infrastructure Ireland and 

the National Transport Authority. 

It is anticipated that the total funding will be confirmed by the funding bodies shortly and a report 

will be provided to the members at the February council meeting.  

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that this information would be extremely useful to inform the 

discussion around the distribution of the Local Property Tax (LPT). While it may be too late for the 

2017 allocation, Councillor McLoughlin Healy asked that the schedule of road works be made 

available to the members at an earlier stage in the 2018 process.   

Mr Morrissey stated that there is a difficulty with timing on the notification of allocations.  For 

example, the roads grants allocation was only received over the past few days and the LPT plan 

has to be approved as early as possible to ensure that all the projects are completed within 2017.  

Mr Morrissey said that the Municpal District Engineers would be informing the members of the 

position on projects and that they should be informing the discussion on the distribution of LPT 

funding.  He said that he will ensure that this happens for 2018. 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy said that she understood the timing issue but she suggested that this 

information would really help the decision making process. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

  

17/0117 

Funding for Social Housing 

The following motion in the name of Councillor McCabe was considered. 

That the council with its excellent reputation in the past for building quality social housing, would 

investigate the possibility of sourcing external funding from either the Government of the EU to 

allow for the reintroduction of a major social housing programme in order to future proof Kildare. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor McCabe and seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

A report from Mr McDonnell, Director of Services stated that Kildare County Council, as a Housing 

Authority, delivers social housing on behalf of the State.  The council receives funding from the 

Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government for schemes it designs and 

constructs, and which receive prior approval to advance through these stages by the Department. 

The Housing Finance Agency plc (HFA) is a company under the aegis of the Minister for Housing, 

Planning, Community and Local Government, and was established by the Housing Finance 

Agency Act 1981. The HFA's functions, with respect to social housing, include the advancing of 

loan finance to both local authorities and the voluntary housing sector.  The council avails of 

funding from the HFA when acquiring sites, and funds the interest costs associated with such 

loans until the capital costs for schemes are recouped from the Department of Housing, Planning, 

Community and Local Government 

It would not be prudent of the council to use loan finance to fund social housing development, as 

the rental income received would not cover the cost of repayment of a loan. The report stated that 

members will be aware that the approval to raise a loan requires Ministerial sanction and loan 

repayments have to be provided for in the revenue budget each year. 

As well as being in receipt of Department grants, Kildare County Council has two sites nominated 

as part of the proposed Public Private Partnership initiative for the delivery of housing.  A Public 

Private Partnership is an arrangement between a public sector contracting authority and a private 

sector PPP Company (PPP Co.) in which PPP Co. provides public works and/or services.  In 

exchange for this, the State pays a monthly unitary charge commencing when construction of the 

building is complete and it is available for occupation.  The duration of the services element of a 

PPP contract (and payment of the unitary charge) is usually 25 years.  The Department of 

Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government is the sanctioning authority for the Social 

Housing PPP Programme with the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) acting as 

financial advisor, procuring authority and project manager.  The first bundle of 6 sites, across five 

local authorities in the Greater Dublin Region, will go through the tendering process shortly.  

Members will be asked to approve the council entering into a Section 85 agreement, to allow one 

authority be the lead contracting authority on behalf of all five authorities.  
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The project team, including officials of the NDFA, recently outlined to members of the Naas 

Municipal District progress to date on a site in Craddockstown, and a Part VIII planning process 

will be instigated in the next 2 months.  A design team is about to be appointed to a second 

tranche of PPP sites, including one in Clane.  

Councillor McCabe asked how do we future proof Kildare?  He recalled that back in the 1950's and 

1960's Kildare County Council was the main provider of housing and the increasing cost of rents in 

the county is a real concern. 

The members contributed to a discussion on this motion noting that there needs to be an 

admission that there is a housing crises, that public policy has led to this crises and a question 

asking if there was a funding steam available from the sale of Chinese visas.  The cost 

effectiveness of Public Private Partnerships was also called into question. 

Mr McDonnell agreed that back in the 1950's and 1960's, local authorities were almost exclusively 

the sole providers of public housing.  Now Kildare County Council facilitates the delivery of 

housing.  To address the motion, if funds are to be raised, the approval of the members must be 

sought and the process for the loan and the loan repayments is outlined in the report. Mr 

McDonnell said that he was not aware of such an alternative funding scheme.   

Councillor McCabe thanked Mr McDonnell for the report. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

18/0117 

Emergency Accommodation 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Pender was considered 

That the council assumes a policy on the provision and allocation of emergency/homeless 

accommodation and also reports on the results of the Housing Needs Assessment 2016. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Young  

A report from Mr McDonnell, Director of Services stated that the members adopted a revised 

Allocation Scheme for Social Housing on 28 November 2016, which is now effective.  While the 

allocations scheme is now based on time on the list, the scheme does make provision under Part 

2: Priority Status, for families or persons who find themselves in need of housing as a result of 
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homelessness.  If a policy, in addition to the Allocations Policy, is being proposed by the motion, 

then this is a matter that should be referred to the Housing Strategic Policy Committee, whose role 

it is to formulate, develop and review policies relevant to their respective areas of responsibility. 

With regard to the housing needs assessment 2016; the housing agency published an initial report 

in December 2016, “Summary of Social Housing Assessments 2016 Key Findings”.  This 

document is published on the housing agency’s website and can be accessed via the following link 

Summary of Social Housing Assessments 2016.  The number of households qualified for support 

in County Kildare increased by 2.2% to 5,572 compared to the last assessment carried out in 

2013.  The net need is defined as households who are eligible and in need of social housing 

support. Households currently living in local authority rented accommodation, voluntary/co-

operative accommodation, accommodation provided under the Housing Assistance Payment, 

Rental Accommodation Scheme or under the Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme are 

not included. 

Nationally the number of qualified households increased by 1.9%, with 16 local authorities, 

including Kildare, recording an increase and 15 recording a decrease.  Further detailed analysis 

such as age profile of qualified households, employment status, source of income, household 

composition etc is contained in the report. 

Councillor Pender said that there are a number of problem areas not covered in the allocation 

scheme.  Minister Coveney has pledged that Bed and Breakfast and Hotel accommodation will be 

discontinued from 1 July 2017.  Following an earlier enquiry, she said that she was told there is no 

policy, that each homeless presentation is assessed on its merits and accommodation offered 

accordingly.  Councillor Pender said that it is very important that the members know the 

procedures so they can assist in informing people.  She asked what are the procedures, what 

criteria is used, is there a wrap around service, what type and quality of accommodation is being 

used, what is the position with children?  Councillor Pender said that she has heard some horror 

stories and cannot understand that people who have eviction notices cannot be dealt with until 

they are actually homeless.  She asked the members to support her appeal for a specific policy 

around the allocation of emergency homeless accommodation.   

The members contributed to a discussion on the motion stating that it is very difficult to access 

services, particularly out of hours, asking for the role of the HSE to be clarified, and noting that 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/summary_of_social_housing_assessments_2016.pdf
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there was likely to be a significant rise in the number of homeless presentations who were not on 

the housing list.   

Mr McDonnell, Director of Services said that he had misinterpreted the motion and the points 

made were valid.  Kildare County Council are the housing authority, but the HSE and Tusla also 

have a statutory obligation with regard to homelessness.  He referred to the presentation from 

Threshold, a Government funded agency, some months ago where the members were given the 

appropriate contact details and advice for those in need of assistance in this area.  

Councillor Pender said that it is wrong to have a person who has been issued with an eviction 

notice having to present to Kildare County Council on the day of their eviction.  She said there is 

no policy and therefore all presentations are assessed on a case by case basis and that is not 

good enough.  Councillor Pender also noted that 1400 people have been removed from the 

housing list.   

Mr McDonnell said that he will revert to the members with the procedure and he cautioned that we 

must have regard to the legal position as we are operating in a regulated environment. 

Resolved that the procedure in relation to the allocation of emergency accommodation be 

circulated to the members. 

 

19/0117 

Bord na Mona 

The following motion 1 from the Supplementary agenda in the name of Councillors Breslin, 

Keatley, Dalton Miley and Wall was considered together with Motion 20 in the name of Councillor 

Redmond. 

Motion 1 Athy Municipal District recognises the valuable economic and employment contribution 

that Bord na Mona has made to County Kildare and in particular Kilberry.  In light of recent 

acquisitions by Bord na Mona this council asks that Bord na Mona reiterates its assurances for the 

development of the Kilberry plant and its commitment to continued employment sustainability and 

job creation at Kilberry. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Miley and seconded by Councillor Wall. 

Motion 20 That this council calls on Bord na Mona to confirm that all Kildare jobs are safe 

following mixed messages after the recent purchase of Green Waste in Manchester. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor Cussen. 
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McEvoy, seconded by Councillor Miley, that standing 

orders be extended by 10 minutes. 

 

The sequence of these motions was queried by Councillor Redmond and the Meetings 

Administrator clarified for the record the time that the motions were submitted. 

Councillor Miley stated that Bord na Mona was a major employer of circa 60 to 70 people in 

Kilberry.  It is now known that Bord na Mona have invested in White Moss outside Manchester and 

there is grave concern within the area that this will directly result in redundancies in the Kilberry 

plant. Councillor Miley said that while some of the jobs were seasonal, that represented 9/10 

months of work and parents have managed to rear families on the income generated by that 

employment.   

Councillor Redmond said that Bord na Mona was in existence since 1937. In those 80 years with 

the help of the community, they have become one of the biggest manufacturers of peat with plants 

in Kilberry, Timahoe, Drehid and Newbridge.  On 12 December 2016, Bord na Mona met the 

members of the Athy Municipal District.  At this meeting, jobs were discussed and the members 

were given no indication that there was a problem in Kilberry.  Less than one week later, workers 

were informed that a factory had been purchased in the United Kingdom.  Councillor Redmond 

stated that the members were not told the truth and he regarded this as totally disrespectful and 

called on Bord na Mona to confirm that all the jobs in Kildare are safe. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McEvoy, seconded by Councillor Miley, that standing 

orders be extended by a further 10 minutes. 

 

Councillor Wall agreed and stated that at that meeting he asked how sustainable the plant at 

Kilberry was.  The answer was that it was sustainable to 2030 and beyond.  He said that he met 

with local management two weeks ago and the seasonal jobs are under threat.  It is not 

acceptable that the members were led astray and it is now important that Bord na Mona meet the 

members to inform them of the position in relation to this vital source of employment in the south 

of the county.   

The Mayor and members joined in asking Ms Kavanagh, Director of Services and the Chief 

Executive to intervene and call on Bord na Mona to confirm the position in relation to these jobs.   

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Redmond with all the 
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members in agreement both motions were carried. 

 

20/0117 

Invitation to Samaritans Ireland 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Durkan was considered 

That the council invite Samaritans Ireland to brief the members on the “Talking Got Me Through” 

campaign to raise awareness in this area. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Durkan and seconded by Councillor Neville. 

The Mayor said that all briefings to full council must be ratified by the Corporate Policy Group and 

he suggested to Councillor Durkan that this motion be referred to that group.  Councillor Durkan 

agreed. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Durkan, seconded by Councillor Neville that this motion 

be referred to the Corporate Policy Group for consideration  

 

 
 

The meeting concluded. 


